Chapter VI
THE   LAND   OF   NADIE-NADIE
FOUR o'clock in the afternoon may seem an odd
hour to embark for parts unknown, but raft
travel carries with it few of the discomforts of
moving by canoe. On reaching a favourable spot
one merely paddles himself ashore, makes the raft
fast, and relaxes. The fire is lit and the evening
meal all ready. No unloading or repacking is
necessary.
Raft travel is the most convenient way of moving
down jungle rivers, as these craft are capable of
sustaining great weights and can, If necessary, be
handled by very few men. But woe betide you if
you strike a sunken tree or rock; for let but one log
break free and your raft soon disintegrates, dump-
Ing you and your precious baggage overboard. To
be quite up to date at this time we named these rafts
Normandie and Queen Mary,
Again ensued the familiar charting, sketching,
and sounding of the Curaray. Miles without end
of solid jungle encompassed us on every side. We
drifted past a riotous tangle of heavy undergrowth
and hanging vines through which the heads of
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